THE   GREAT WAR
of the British line in the Ypres Salient in relief of the 4th
Division, which had been engaged in very heavy fighting.
It was a horrible part of the line, and we had a bad time
building parapets and burying dead from the recent fighting.
Our Headquarters were at Trois Tours, near Brieleu. Our
brigades were commanded by Brigadier-Generals Dawson,
Macfarlane and Brereton. We had not been there long
before we had a serious blow, I was reUirning from the
trenches one afternoon when I saw an ambulance coming
out of our H.Q. at Trois Tours, and found that it contained
our Divisional Commander, Major-General Baldock, who
had been seriously wounded in the head by shell-fire just
outside Headquarters. We were forced to move our Head-
quarters to Hospital Farm, near Elverdinghe, and Major-
General E. M. Perceval, then D.C.G.S., was appointed to
command the division.
It was at this time that I made my first acquaintance with
General (afterwards Lord) Plumer. Little did I think then
of what was to happen later. Major-General Perceval got
influenza and had to be taken into hospital in Hazebrouck and
a heavy responsibility fell on me. I was, I think, the only
regular officer in the division at the time and General Plumer
used to visit us almost every day. One day he told me that
I was to command a brigade in the I4th Division at Hooge,
in place of Brigadier-General Oliver Nugent who was getting
the Ulster Division. I was just going to England for five
days' leave, from which I came back prepared and equipped
to spend a bad time at Hooge, but I was met at Boulogne by
a Staff Officer with a megaphone, who told me to report, and
then informed me that my brigade had been cancelled by Sir
William Robertson (then C.G.S.) and that I was to go to
Bailleul as B.G.G.S. of the Canadian Corps which was being
formed, I reported en route to the Military Secretary at
G.H.Q., who told me that I had been previously selected for
B.G.G.S. I2th Corps, going to Salonika, but that owing to
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